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State highway
fund must be
kept at an
adequate level
TheN.C. Department of Transportation’s

chief financial officer had bad news for
his boardmembers last month, and it was

bad news for motorists, too.
Mark Foster told the N.C. Board of Transpor-

tation that state Highway Fund revenue is not
growing as fast as the general population. In
some projections, this revenue will even begin
to drop in five years.
The state has long known that it was not

raising adequate funds to meet transporta-
tion needs as projected by current standards.
For years, transportation officials have been
speaking of a $50 billion shortfall in the next
several decades. That’s a shortfall that could
mean fewer resurfaced roads, a less ambitious
road-building program to deal with population
growth or greater accepted risk on our bridges.
Legislators and Gov. Pat McCrory are keenly

aware that the state’s economic growth depends
today, as it has since the 1920s, on being a “good
roads state.” It is hard to imagine that they will
not address the transportation funding con-
cerns.
With fuel-mileage standards rising for vehicles

and a national downward trend in average
miles driven by eachmotorist, it is becoming
increasingly clear that the old standby – raising
the motor-fuels tax – isn’t the answer. Other ap-
proaches will be needed.
The legislature supposedly addressed tax

reform in its past session, but it did not ap-
preciably improve the transportation revenue
situation. Changes there are most likely in our
near future.
As legislators ponder what to do, they will

certainly look at operating DOTmore efficient-
ly, eliminating some transportation programs
or shifting some responsibilities back to local
government. Only after they’ve seen howmuch
money they can squeeze out there will they look
for a new tax system.
Other states have studied a tax onmiles driven

per year, higher registration fees and vehicle-
sales taxes and expanded use of toll roads.We’re
firmly on the record on opposing tolls, but it’s
clear that there will be proposals to get more
money out of eachmotorist.
As we enter the next election cycle, we will all

be wise to ask legislative candidates how they
propose to address this problem.

This editorial originally was published in theWinston-Salem Journal.

Historic Morganton Festival
a success
The 32nd annual Historic Mor-

ganton Festival is now in the history
books. There were record crowds
on Friday and Saturday. Saturday
evening was by far the largest crowd
ever gathered in downtownMor-
ganton. The weather could not have
beenmore perfect. Nowhere else in
this area can a person enjoy two full
days of fun, free entertainment and
fellowship.
The 32 successful years of the His-

toric Morganton Festival represent a
great partnership and a tremendous
effort from this fine community. The
event only happens as a result of the
assistance of many as evidenced by
the following:
»The largest ever group of spon-

sors who believe in Historic
Morganton Festival
»The large group of volunteers

(over 300) that love this event and
this community.Volunteer ages
range from the AARP to the students
at Freedom and Patton high schools
»The dedicated city of Morganton

employees who work very hard for
our town to shine on each and every
Historic Morganton Festival
» The same chairman of the His-

toric Morganton Festival for 26 years
in Sharon Jablonski and the tire-
less support of her dedicated and
talented staff
»The 32nd festival saw the biggest

participation in the Sunrise Run
— 680 runners
On Sundaymorning, after 60,000

people have“played in our streets,”

downtownMorganton is spotless.
Although the physical signs of the fes-
tival are gone, plans are underway for
the 33rdHistoricMorganton Festival.
Thank you and God bless our

sponsors, volunteers, city employ-
ees and attendees. See you in 2014!

RESPECTFULLY,
Mel L. Cohen, Mayor

Situation in Syria
fosters disgust
As I sat down to watch the newly

released videos of the chemical
weapons attack in Syria, I was not
terribly shocked by the graphic
images they contained. It seems
there is less and less to call shock-
ing. I was, however, completely and
utterly disgusted. I understand com-
pletely why they are being used to
drum up support for military action
against the Assad regime in Syria.
They are truly repulsive.
At the same time, the news an-

nouncer from CNN repeated time
after time that these videos show
proof of an attack while not proving
who launched it. And that is where
we find ourselves. Disgusted and
heartbroken at the loss of life, espe-
cially the children who are caught
up in a conflict where none of the
participating sides will offer them
a better life, I am left thinking that I
need to make a decision on which
side I should come down on. There
will be no deliverance from Assad or
the rebels. There will be no freedom
offered bymen who use chemical
weapons or execute prisoners of
war. I am hard pressed to find hope
regardless of the response of our

president and Congress.
Mymind goes back to the chil-

dren. Even as the children of my
church are being loud and ram-
bunctious outside my office door,
I think of the relative safety and
security we are able to provide for
them between the shores of our na-
tion. Those children who were sum-
marily snuffed out in the suburbs
of Damascus will never know that
security. They only know war and
the oppression of evil.
It has been said that, “the only thing

necessary for the triumph of evil is
for goodmen to do nothing.” It is a
noble statement, but problematic in
our current dilemma. Is this the case
where goodmenwill do something
only to replace evil with evil? Dowe
needmorewar?Will inaction be a
license for further atrocities?
The Apostle Paul reminds those

who follow Christ to, “overcome
evil with good.” I struggle with what
that looks like in Syria. I know they
need our prayers. I am confident
they need our help. However, I am
gladmy voice does not matter much
in this debate, because the more
I think about it, the less I am sure
what to say or do.

DR. MICHEAL S. PARDUE
Pastor, First Baptist Icard

Congratulations
American Legion Auxiliary Unit

322Morganton would like to
congratulate Mr. Randy Burnett for
winning the gas raffle. Thanks for
your support.

LOLITA JENKINS
Morganton

What is the dilemma that
haunts every Southerner
who confesses he or she is

a liberal?
For Brandt Ayers in his new book,

“In LoveWith Defeat: TheMaking
of a Southern Liberal,” it is this:
his progressive views set him apart
frommany of his fellow Southern-
ers, whose culture and basic values
he respects and shares. At the same
time, this attachment to his South-
ern heritage sets him apart from
non-Southerners who share his ba-
sic political views but cannot under-
stand his attachment to the positive
features of Southern culture.
The Ayers family publishes the

Anniston, Ala., Star newspaper. Like
the Hodding Carter family’s Delta
Democrat-Times in Greenville,
Miss., and the Neil Davis family’s
newspaper in Auburn, Ala., the
Ayers’s Anniston Star pushed for
racial tolerance, fair treatment, and
opportunity for blacks when the
majority of their readers were com-
mitted to preserving the Deep South
culture that Gov. GeorgeWallace
called “segregation now, segregation
tomorrow, segregation forever.”
There are North Carolina con-

nections to these families. Hodding
Carter III and three of Neil Davis’s
children live in North Carolina.
Brandt Ayers’s wife, Josephine, grew
up in Raleigh, the granddaughter
of Gov. J.C.B. Ehringhaus, and they
have a second home here.
Although Ayers worked at his

family’s newspaper as a teenager,
he got his professional journalism
start with the Raleigh Times in 1959.
While in North Carolina, he admired
Gov. Luther Hodge’s successes in

attracting business, handling the
challenge of court-ordered school
desegregation, and promoting the
Research Triangle Park. Ayers also
observed Terry Sanford’s victory
over staunch segregationist I. Bev-
erly Lake in the 1960 Democratic
primary and Sanford’s push for
educational improvement and racial
tolerance.
Ayers remembers hearing from

many in our state “a self-conscious
phrase: ‘North Carolina is a vale of
humility between twomounds [sic]
of conceit.’ It finally dawned on
me that Tar Heels are mighty cocky
about their humility.”
Upon his return to Alabama, Ayers

used the positive accomplishments
of Hodges and Sanford in North
Carolina to contrast with the failures
of Alabama leaders like GeorgeWal-
lace.
Under Ayers’s father, Col. Harry

Ayres, the Anniston Star had devel-
oped a progressive stance. The Star
was the first newspaper in the South
to endorse Franklin Roosevelt for
president.
When Brandt Ayers returned home

to work at the Star, he led Anniston’s
efforts not to be like Montgomery,
Selma, or Birmingham, where racial
turmoil engulfed communities and
made reconciliation problematical.

While “In LoveWith Defeat” is a
personal memoir, it is also an explo-
ration of the transformation of the
South from a region of racism and
poverty to what it is today.
Ayers writes that some things,

good and bad, about the old South
have been preserved. “The glue that
held the old, segregated civilization
together, which binds our society
today, is the sameness of everyday
life: workday rituals, habits of civil-
ity, conformity to the norm, ambiva-
lence, indifference, and resignation.
There were bitter-end haters, but it
is remarkable how light was the hold
of the haters on the rest of us.”
At the end of his book Ayers is still

caught between his liberal leanings
and his identification with South-
erners who do not share those views.
“Morally,millions of white South-

erners would have to confess they
recoil at the idea of being governed
by a blackman.However, partially
in their defense, the averagewhite
in theDeep South has not heard or
felt an invitation to BarackObama’s
e-pluribus-unumnational oneness.
“‘We’ used to be the solidDemo-

cratic South, an impenetrable pha-
lanx arrayed to stop the blackman
from entering. ‘We’ are now the solid
(white) Republican South, arrayed
with similar intent, lessened affect,
and excusedwith heightened deceit.”
Maybe it is a tough puzzle to

understand, but former Missis-
sippi Gov.WilliamWinter says Ayers
comes “as close to explaining who
we Southerners are and why we act
as we do.”
D.G.Martin hosts “North Carolina Bookwatch,”
which airs Sundays at noon and Thursdays at 5

p.m. on UNC-TV.

D.G.Martin
N.C. Bookwatch

The making of a Southern Liberal


