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Today’s Highlight in History:
On July 21, 1973, Israeli agents in Lillehammer,

Norway, killed Ahmed Bouchikhi, a Moroccan waiter,
in a case of mistaken identity, apparently thinking
he was an official with Black September, the group
that attacked Israel’s delegation at the 1972Munich
Olympics and killed 11 athletes. Five people identified
as members of theMossad spy agency served brief
prison terms in Norway for murder and were then
pardoned.
On this date:
In 1773, Pope Clement XIV issued an order sup-

pressing the Society of Jesus, or Jesuits. The Society
was restored by Pope PiusVII in 1814.
In 1861, during the CivilWar, the first Battle of Bull

Run was fought at Manassas, Va., resulting in a
Confederate victory.
In 1925, the so-calledMonkey Trial ended in Dayton,

Tenn., with JohnT. Scopes found guilty of violating
state law for teaching Darwin’s Theory of Evolution.
The conviction was later overturned on a technicality.
In 1930, President Herbert Hoover signed an execu-

tive order establishing theVeterans Administration,
which later became the Department ofVeterans
Affairs.
In 1944, American forces landed on Guam during

WorldWar II.
In 1949, the Senate ratified the North Atlantic Treaty.
In 1952, the Democratic National Convention,

which nominated Adlai Stevenson for president,
opened in Chicago.
In 1959, the NS Savannah, the first nuclear-powered

merchant ship, was christened by first ladyMamie
Eisenhower at Camden, N.J.
In 1961, Capt. Virgil “Gus” Grissom became the

second American to rocket into a sub-orbital pattern
around the Earth, flying aboard the Liberty Bell 7.
In 1972, the Irish Republican Army carried out 22

bombings in Belfast, Northern Ireland, killing nine
people and injuring 130 in what became known as
“Bloody Friday.”

Sally Fox is not seeking another term on
Hickory City Council.
The filing period closed Friday. For the

first time in 20 years, she did not submit her
name for office.
She will be missed – for her leadership, her
compassion and her kindness.
Sally is a leader. She spearheaded Opera-
tion NoVacancy, a city initiative to reinvent
neighborhoods in distress. The effort targets
vacant buildings, supplying grants and bringing
together those interested in development with
existing redevelopment programs.
Sally had the idea and spearheaded the start.
To both political friend and foe, Sally is com-
passionate. She offered a helping hand recently
to a frequent critic of Hickory City Council, go-
ing out of her way to take action and ensure the
well-being of a person who has rarely offered
her solace. She saw a need, and shemet it.
Sally is kind and patient. She will sit, discuss
and hear the concerns of others. The legacy of
her kindness can be found in Kenworth,West
Hickory, Green Park and Oakwood Hillcrest,
where she helped those communities find an-
swers to their questions.
Sally Fox made her mark on Hickory. She led.
She listened. She cared. Those are attributes
to be admired in an elected official and in a
neighbor.

The HDR ran two articles recently
that are inaccurate, and those ar-
ticles do a disservice to our com-
munity by fostering mistrust and
promoting dissention.
I spoke to the HDR reporter on

several occasions before the first
article was published and, on every
occasion, stated that I showed no
conflict of interest in my votes. I
suggested that he make a call to the
city attorney to clarify our policy.
That suggestion was ignored and,

though the HDR’s consultation
with the School of Government
confirmed there was no conflict of
interest, parts of city policy were
taken out of context and used to
imply impropriety onmy part.
In light of that inaccurate article,

I requested our staff attorney to
address the allegations at council.
There it was explained, in detail,
that I am duty bound to vote on
matters that come before us as a
governing body unless there is a
conflict. Not to vote would be a
breach of ethics and a violation of
NC state law. In no way was my vote
for the Sails on the Square a conflict
of interest.
More troubling to me is the reck-

less disregard for the truth and obvi-
ous contempt for others’ reputa-
tions when the CEG chairman stood
before council and accused several
members of council of conflicts of
interest. There was no “fact check”

prior to publication. A subsequent
article rightfully reported the accu-
sations as completely unfounded.
The truth is that you can’t un-

ring a bell. I appreciate the HRD
for pointing out that our minutes,
which are public records, are avail-
able on line for everyone on the city
website. The abuse of integrity and
lack of civility speaks volumes.
Additionally, good citizens and

qualified candidates are dissuaded
from public service by such rancor.
Our council is accessible to the en-
tire community and we conduct our
business in a transparent manner.
I consider my position on council
to be an honor and will continue to
domy best to maintain the highest
standard of ethics in representing
all of our citizens.
There are so many great attributes

to our community. I hope the HDR
and all of Hickory will promote
those many positive aspects of our
city.

JILL PATTON
CouncilwomanWard 6

Love of God, country
are compatible

Two weeks ago, I wrote a let-
ter that appeared in the Hickory
Daily Record. I’ve received a lot of
feedback from this letter. Many of
people have been very encourag-
ing, especially people that knowmy

heart. However, today I received
a very offensive voicemail at our
church from a couple in the Hickory
area. The language, and to be hon-
est, the ignorance displayed in the
voicemail have leadme to decide
not to post it to my website, as I did
with positive feedback.
Everyone who knowsme is keenly

aware that I have a great love for our
country. I am the son of aVietnam
veteran and have heard first hand
of the hate that is often thrown
on people who have served and
loved our nation. However, I have
a much greater love for my Savior.
Our nation is going in a direction
that brings my heart low. We have
aborted babies by the millions, we
incur indebtedness on our children
that we can never hope to repay,
and we call many things righteous
that God has declared sin. I serious-
ly question how anyone who claims
the name of Christ can be unaware
of these facts.
Whatever it is we once were or

some think wemay have been, our
nation is in trouble, but the
Kingdom is not.
The Kingdom of Christ is “imper-

ishable, undefiled, and unfading.”
The Kingdom is a place where life is
cherished, our debt is forgiven, and
the righteous King reigns
forever.

DR. MICHEAL S. PARDUE
Pastor, First Baptist, Icard

RALEIGH
A few weeks ago, I was interview-

ing one of North Carolina’s senior
Democratic statesmen for my
upcoming biography of former Gov.
JimMartin. Not surprisingly, the
interview occasionally veered from
the events of 20 years ago to the
events of 2013.
“John,” said the Democratic

politico, “you and I have very dif-
ferent views” about the state’s role
in promoting economic growth.
While taxes need to be “reasonably
competitive,” he said, what really
matters is education and infrastruc-
ture. “But your view is that if you
just cut taxes a lot, you’ll be more
successful.”
I responded that I didn’t actually

see things that way, which sur-
prised him. I explained that I and
most other conservatives see tax
reform as only part of a broader,
evidence-based strategy for eco-
nomic recovery, a strategy that also
includes regulatory relief, education
reform, and smarter investment in
infrastructure.
As the details of the tax-reform

deal struck by legislative leaders
and Gov. Pat McCrory began to
emerge, it struck me that many
North Carolinians may be in the
same boat as my Democratic friend
was. Having heardmonths of
spirited debate among Republicans
about taxes, they may have come to
believe GOP leaders are counting
on tax reform alone to produce their
promised “Carolina Comeback.”
That’s like letting your eyes be

drawn to a busy corner rather than
taking in the entire picture.While
it did take weeks for the House and
Senate to overcome their differenc-
es on tax-reform details, lawmakers

were simultaneously passing an im-
portant change to North Carolina’s
transportation-funding formula and
fashioning another major regula-
tory-reform bill to follow previous
measures in 2011 and 2012. They
were also seeking to work out a deal
on two education issues— school
choice and teacher tenure— as part
of the 2013-15 budget bill.
In reality, most Republicans agree

with their Democratic predecessors
about the economic importance of
infrastructure and education. Long-
term growth comes from invest-
ment, from building the financial,
physical, and human capital neces-
sary to start and grow successful
businesses.
Where the two sides disagree is on

how states can best foster capital
formation. In the past, Democrats
tended to focus primarily on public
capital, on schools and roads, while
worrying less about the private in-
vestment that typically accounts for
about 80 percent of the economy’s
capital stock.
Higher taxes can finance higher

levels of public investment, yes. But
they can also result in lower levels
of private investment to the extent
they give entrepreneurs, investors,
executives, and professionals a rea-
son to take their capital elsewhere.
That might be worth it to a state
if the rate of return on the public

capital its taxes finance is higher
than the rate of return of the private
capital it chases away.
Unfortunately, that has not been

North Carolina’s recent experience.
For one thing, our relatively high
tax burden hasn’t just funded public
investment. Instead, we’ve spent
a lot of it on public consumption
such as Medicaid. Moreover, in both
education and infrastructure North
Carolina has not always spent its in-
vestment dollars wisely. Meanwhile,
private investment has been weaker
here than inmost of our competi-
tors, with both taxes and regulations
playing a role in hampering the
growth of our private capital stock.
Job creation and income gains

flow from productivity, which in
turn flows from effective investment
in facilities, machinery, technology,
and know-how. Studies show that
state government can play a useful
role in building andmaintaining
public capital — but only if it does
so in a cost-effective way so that the
resulting taxes don’t inhibit the vast
majority of capital investment that
occurs in the private sector.
By broadening the tax base and

lowering marginal tax rates, par-
ticularly on capital formation, the
tax-reform bill Republican leaders
crafted and pushed through the
General Assembly will attract pri-
vate investment to North Carolina
while preserving the state’s ability
to invest effectively in public assets
such as roads and schools.
They have a plan, in other words.

Their critics just have a plaint.

Hood is president of the John Locke Foundation
and author of Our Best Foot Forward: An Invest-
ment Strategy for North Carolina’s Economic

Recovery.

“In reality, most Republicans agree with
their Democratic predecessors about the
economic importance of infrastructure and
education. JOHN HOOD
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