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Deuteronomy 31:20-32:1-47 (ESV) 
Dr. Micheal S. Pardue 

I. Introduction and Background— I want you to think this morning about how you 

define success.  It is a word that we sometimes see as inappropriate for church.  It is 

more of a business or sports term.  Having a million dollars in sales is successful in 

business or maybe two million.  Winning the championship is success—or maybe just 

making the playoffs or having a winning season.  It will have a different definition for 

each person.  What about using a word we know better as Christians.  How you 

would you define being blessed by God?  You might all agree today that you are 

blessed.  But what does it mean?  Is being saved by the grace of God enough for us to 

say we are blessed?  I should hope so.  It is a blessing richer than anything imaginable.  

If it were only escape from the eternal separation from God that we so richly deserve, 

that would be sufficient enough of a saving work to call it a blessing, but we know it is 

much more.  However, you define being blessed by God, I want you to ponder a 

second question: Why are the blessings of God so dangerous?  You might quickly 

reply that they are not.  Romans 8:28 makes it clear that, “[W]e know that for those 

who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called 

according to his purpose.” So how could I propose to you that the blessings of 

God are dangerous?   

The passage before us is situated at the end of Moses’ life.  He has led the people 

of God out of Egypt and their bondage and to the verge of the land promised to 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  The have faced terrible trials and on multiple occasions 

they have been on the verge of destruction.  After the acceptance of the bad report of 

the spies (1:25-26), Israel was relegated to the wilderness for forty years where 

everyone twenty and over who rejected God’s command died without seeing the 

Promised Land.  Though Moses wanted to enter the Promised Land, God has 

forbidden it (3:27) because Moses struck the rock when God had simply told him to 

speak to it (Num 20:8-12).  Moses has, in the chapters since he pleaded with God to 

enter the Promised Land, prepared the people for life in the place that God has 
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prepared for them.  He has given God’s word to a new generation.  He taught them 

the Ten Commandments (5:1-22).  He has affirmed to them the Greatest 

Commandment (6:4-9).  He has reminded them of their inability to do anything on 

their own and that their victory is only attributable to God and His sovereign choice 

of them as His people (9:3-5). He has warned them against idolatry (12:29-13:18) and 

instituted the feasts they will observe to remember what God has done (15-17:7). 

The people should be well prepared.   However, Moses knows what is ahead.  He 

has seen it countless times as he has led this people—this people who have proven to 

be a great burden for him (Num 11:10-12).  So Moses writes a song.  A song that is 

read before all the people.  A song that reminds them of where God has brought 

them from and where He is leading them to go. Let’s look at our text this morning 

and see why God’s blessing is dangerous for His people.   

II. The Greatness of the God of the Blessing—Moses begins his song by reminding 

the people of the God they serve.  This seems like it would be self-evident, but how 

often do we fail to realize who God is and what He has done on our behalf.  He 

hopes that they will learn from what he is telling them (v. 2) because he is going to be 

proclaiming the name and greatness of God (v. 3).  He reminds the people that God 

is “The Rock” whose work is perfect and ways are justice.  He is a God of faithfulness 

and without iniquity.  He is just and upright (v. 4).  All of these attributes run contrary 

to the people he is writing to.  They are also contrary to the ways of the people who 

are reading this text today.  The God who gives great blessings to his people is very 

different from His people.  As a matter of fact, the people of Israel have taken this 

great God—this rock—and have dealt corruptly with Him (v. 5).  They have 

constantly turned away from His in both moments of great victory and great despair.  

This is confusing to Moses because they God of whom he writes has created and 

established them.  He is their father (v. 6).  He tells them to think back on what God 

has previously done.  Maybe some of it happened before they were alive, but those 

who have gone on before can surely remind them (v. 7).  The Lord has instructed 
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them previously to “teach [God’s words] diligently to your children, and shall 

talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and 

when you lie down and when you rise” (6:7). There was no excuse to abandon the 

Lord to someone or something else.  God had thought of them even from creation 

and when he had gave to the nations their inheritance, when he divided up 

mankind, he fixed the borders of the peoples according to the number of the 

sons of God (v. 8).  Everything that God had done for everyone else, He did with His 

people in mind.  The borders of their enemies had been set by God and He did so 

while thinking about the best interest of Israel.  He had even set them apart as His 

inheritance.  His portion among the people was his people—Jacob is the heritage of 

the Lord (v. 9).   

He found them in the desert of Egypt, where they were slaves (v. 10).  He 

encircled them, cared for them, and kept them as the apple of his eye (v. 10).  

They are His people and He met their needs.  Day and night he guarded them.  He 

had also liberated them from following any other gods.  They did not have to offer 

their children to Molech to be consumed with his fire or to an Asherim to become a 

prostitute to a false god.  They had the blessings of God and it had been He and He 

alone who made this possible (v. 12).  They had been given manna from heaven.  

When they were thirsty, water came from the rock.  They ate of the produce of the 

field (v. 13).  They had the finest of foods to eat (v. 14).   

Everything should have been good because their God was good.  He provided for 

their needs.  He met them in their time of despair and danger and lifted them up to 

the high places of the land (v. 13).  Friends, this is the God we serve.  This is the God 

who has called us out of the depths of despair and shame and called us His children.  

This is the very one who has promised us that for those who love God all things 

work together for good (Rm 8:28).  The danger in the blessing comes when this 

reality is forgotten.  As we work through the rest of this song, we will find that the 
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people of God who had witnessed the goodness and power of God were the same 

ones who forgot about the greatness and jealous nature of God.   

III. Kicking and Growing Fat—Moses’ song takes a dramatic turn in verse fifteen.  

Moses has hinted at this in verse five when he speaks of the nation dealing corruptly 

with the just God, but now he speaks very plainly.  They have been given all the best 

of everything and they grew fat, stout, and sleek.  The only problem with this is that 

they forsook God who made them.  They thumbed their nose if you will at the Rock 

of their salvation.  They did that thing that makes God most angry, they established 

someone or something else in the place of God.  Moses says that they stirred him to 

jealousy with strange gods (v. 16).  They had decided to serve after other gods 

instead of the God who had brought them to the place that they were and had 

prepared for them a promised land that was following with milk and honey.   

The people of Israel had made sacrifices to demons that were in fact no gods.  

They offered their gifts to gods that they had never known.  In other words, they gave 

credit to someone they had never actually encountered.  This would be like a brave 

police officer pulling you from a wrecked car that was on fire but you sending a 

“thank you” card to a police officer in another town who you heard at done a fine job 

helping the people in that community.  You had never known that other officer.  He 

had never helped you and you know nothing about him.  God knows that there are 

no other gods.  But even if there were, they had done nothing to help the nation of 

Israel.  They had not been the God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and therefore 

were not worthy of their praise.  Moses tells them they have forgotten God and what 

He has done on their behalf (v. 18).  God is not pleased with this decision on the part 

of His people, He says that He will hide my face from them; I will see what their 

end will be, for they are a perverse generation, children in whom is no 

faithfulness (v. 20).   

God will let them venture out on their own with these new gods.  If they want to 

give credit elsewhere and sacrifice to someone else, God will let them do that.  He is 
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going to allow them to see what it is like to be a nation part from God.  His 

punishment is a creative one.  He says that since they have made Him jealous with 

that which is “no god” he will make them jealous with that which is “no people” (v. 

21).  In other words, since they, even though they are the apple of His eye, have 

replaced Him with something unworthy of praise, He will cause them to be jealous by 

a nation that is unworthy.  A nation that is “foolish” will provoke them to anger.  The 

nations around them were inferior to theirs because of the blessing of God.  They 

would have no problem living life to its fullest with the protection of the Lord.  

However, since they wanted to cry out to a “no god” they would find that the “no 

people” would become very difficult to deal with.  They could cry out to their “no 

god” and they would find out exactly how much help he would be.   

They would quickly discover that the more they cry out to their “no gods” the 

more jealous the true and living God would become.  His anger would kindle a fire 

that would burn against them (v. 22).  They would quickly find that those “no people” 

became rather powerful when carrying out the anger of the Lord.  Disasters would be 

heaped upon them (v. 23).  Hunger, plague, and poisonous pestilence would be their 

reward (v. 24).  Beasts and snakes would greet their worship of the “no gods” (v. 24).  

These “no people” would become a mighty foe with the sword.  No one would be 

spared, from the nursing child to the man of gray hairs (v. 25).  This is a picture of 

complete and utter destruction.  Everything they could have avoided piled upon them.  

Moses goes as far as to say that they would be wiped from human memory had it 

not been for the Lord’s concern for His own name (v. 27).   

God is a jealous God.  He will not settle for second place.  He is not a backup 

plan.  Notice that He does not talk here about the sinful nature of these “no people.”  

He does not say that He is glad His people are at least a little bit better than those 

people.  He does not give them a pass because they also give Him some time along 

with the other gods they have fallen after.  He demands their complete attention and 

dedication.  Though they had no qualifications to be His people, He has laid out 
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clearly His qualifications to be their God.  Friends, when we grow fat on the things of 

God, our natural inclination is to turn away from God.  I cannot ascribe this 

syndrome to anything but our Fallen, sinful condition.  When the Devil sees that were 

are experiencing the greatness of our God, his only recourse is to tempt us to give the 

credit to gods that we had never known, ones that had come recently.  He leads up 

toward being unmindful of the Rock that bore us.  We can quickly forget the God 

who gave us birth—even Christ who gave us the New Birth. 

So many believers quickly abandon God when things go well.  Their family grows, 

their bank account grows, their circle of influence grows, and those things become so 

important that God must get in line and take a number.  Now, let tragedy strike, and 

they run back searching for answers and help.  There is very little gratitude to God for 

all that He has blessed us with.  Our hope is often tied to stock markets and 

politicians—both of which have no power to save.  Only Christ deserves our faith 

and dedication.  The old hymn reminds us that Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe.   

I believe when we lose our focus and shift our priorities, we fall victim to those 

who are “no people” just like the nation of Israel.  So many churches today have 

fallen victim to this temptation.  Israel saw the gods of the nations around them.  

They had gods that supposedly did everything for them.  They had many gods and 

Israel only had One.  So they tried to add to their stable of deities.  Churches today 

look around them and see that the world serves many gods—the gods of money, 

sexuality, prestige, and political correctness.  These are tempting gods indeed.  They 

offer worldly popularity and societal acceptance.  They have found that with some 

tweaking of God they can worship at the altar of these other gods as well.  The have 

forgotten that our God will not be mocked.  He is a consuming fire who will not give 

up His place because of contemporary trends or political analysis.  He has said, I the 

LORD do not change (Mal 3:6).  What this tells me is that a condition of being 

blessed is faithfulness to God and His Word.  When Israel forgot this they were 

abandoned.  How then do we understand how that works?  On one hand He will turn 
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them over to the “no people” and on the other is the promise that the Lord will 

never leave you or forsake you (31:6).  It comes in the last verses of this passage. 

IV. The Lord Vindicates His People—God does not stop with His people abandoned.  

Be sure, God allows us to go through troubles.  There are many reasons why we 

suffer and face trials, but in the end it is all for His glory.  When Israel forsakes God, 

they will learn of the foolish nature of their disobedience.  He will teach them.  He 

says they are a nation void of counsel (v. 28).  They clearly are not wise because they 

do not understand what is ahead of them (v. 29).  One of their enemies would chase a 

thousand and two had caused ten thousand to run away.  How could this be if God 

was with them (v. 30)?  They were going to face a weak enemy.  They had no one to 

help them.  Their gods were all fake (v. 31).   God will allow them to see their foolish 

ways and then He will come to their rescue.  He will ask them where these gods that 

they have turned to are.  Where is their protection (v. 37-38)?  It is not there.  It does 

not exist.  They nation will be confront with this sobering reality.   

But God does not stop there.  He tells them boldly:  

See now that I, even I, am he,  

and there is no god beside me;  

I kill and I make alive;  

I would and I heal;  

and there is none that can deliver out of my hand (v. 39) 

These are words that both cause trembling and bring comfort.  For the one who finds 

himself an adversary to God, there is little hope given.  However, for the people of 

God, it is made clear that nothing can deliver us out of the hand of God.  He gives 

life and He takes it away.   

God promises that this condition will not last.  He will not allow a “no people” to 

control His people forever.  Remember, He will vindicate His people and have 

compassion on His servants (v. 36).  It will take them learning very hard lessons but 

without them they will not understand their disobedience.  They cannot fully 
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understand how blessed they were until they have faced the devastation and 

destruction that comes when they are not protected by God.  

Friends, isn’t it a wonderful thing to know that God endures with His people?  

Many generations later when they found themselves in captivity as a result of these 

very sins of which Moses sang, God told the prophet Ezekiel that He would rescue 

His people.  Not because of their goodness, but because He is God and He is 

concerned with His name!  Ezekiel writes these words about God saving His people:  

But when they came to the nations, wherever they came, they profaned 

my holy name, in that people said of them, ‘These are the people of the 

Lord, and yet they had to go out of his land.’ But I had concern for my 

holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the nations to 

which they came. “Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the 

Lord God: It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to 

act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among 

the nations to which you came. And I will vindicate the holiness of my 

great name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which you 

have profaned among them. And the nations will know that I am the 

Lord, declares the Lord God, when through you I vindicate my holiness 

before their eyes. (Ez 36:20-23) 

Our God does not abandon us in our time of great need.  He does not leave us to 

serve at the altar of false gods and senseless ambitions.  He may teach us hard and 

difficult lessons, but our God still has concern for His Holy Name and He does not 

let His enemies have victory over His people.  The gods of this world are powerless 

against the might of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  The Alpha and Omega 

has made all that there is and He rules and reigns.  God will show victory to His 

people even as they struggle with the obedience He demands.  Always remember this, 

we are not abandoned and we can never be destroyed if we are in Christ.   
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So what do we do?  How can we stand before God knowing that our hearts are 

prone to wonder?  Israel had witnessed the greatness of God but quickly wanted to 

give away their hearts to gods they had never known.  Our eyes have never seen such 

marvelous works, so how can we expect that we will be able to stand up to the 

temptation that will undoubtedly face?  That is the challenge before us. 

V. Challenge—If we are to live in the blessings of God we must be aware of two very 

important things. (1) Who God is and (2) who we are. Verses one through fourteen 

made it very clear who God is.  Not just any God, but the God who lead them out of 

their captivity.  The God who led them through a wilderness and to a promised land.  

The God who had met their needs at every turn and protected them from danger.  

They knew exactly who God was and that left them without excuse.  We face that 

same question.  Do we take the time to think about who God is?  Do we examine His 

attributes and consider His ways?  If we are to live in the blessings of God, we must 

consider who He is and live accordingly.  God is not one who demands part-time 

dedication.  He does not call to Himself a people that follow after other gods.  He 

does not desire a lukewarm relationship with people whose eyes look upon other 

loves.  This presents us with the challenge that is, I believe, more difficult than 

understand who God is—its knowing who we are.  We will so easily abandon that 

which we should hold most dear.  The 18th century hymnist Robert Robinson 

captured this desire in his heart, writing: Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, Prone to leave the 

God I love.  He knew that his heart wandered from God.  His heart would neglect the 

things of God with little prodding.  How true are these words?  We must understand 

that apart from the loving arms of Christ and the forgiveness given us through the 

shedding of His blood, we have no hope.  We should plead with Robinson Here’s my 

heart, O take and seal it, Seal it for Thy courts above.  Or with the tax collector of Luke 18, 

God, be merciful to me, a sinner! If we begin to think of ourselves as anything but 

a vile, wretched sinner saved by grace, we will quickly fall prey to the false gods of this 

world who want our worship.   
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We are a blessed people.  Blessed if for no other reason than that God has 

sovereignly spoken out of eternity and claimed us as His children—joint heirs with 

Christ.  Christ came to earth, lived a perfect life, died on a cross, was buried, rose 

on the third day, and now sits at the right hand of the Father in glory.  He did this 

to reconcile sinful man to Himself.  He did this so that you could be called blessed.  

But His blessing comes with great responsibility.  He calls us to love Him and Him 

alone.  With hearts that are prone to wander.  We must guard ourselves.  We must 

be vigilant.  We must worship Christ alone.  Let us pray.   


